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Freshman achieves 
Eagle Scout rank at a 
young age
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By: Gillian Revenis
PAHS Sophomore
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As a way to be festive 
and positive about 

being drug-free, all 
three schools in the 
Pottsville Area School 
District participated in 
Red Ribbon Week from 
October 26-30. The 
theme of this year’s 
Red Ribbon campaign 
was “Respect Yourself 
- Be Drug Free.” Each 
October, the district 
celebrates Red Ribbon 
Week to make students 
healthier, safer and drug-
free.
 Red Ribbon Week be-
gan in 1985 through the 
National Family Partner-
ship as a nationwide Red 
Ribbon campaign. It ini-
tially started with people 
across the country wear-
ing red ribbons to raise 
awareness of killings and 
destruction due to drug 
abuse in America. 
 Since then, schools 
have spread the mes-
sage to kids and have 
promoted and supported 
awareness of the red 
ribbon as a symbol to be-
ing drug-, tobacco- and 
alcohol-free.
 PASD has always 
participated in Red Rib-
bon Week in October. In 
recent years, with help 
from the Tide Task Force 
and other organizations, 
the district has been 
celebrating Red Ribbon 
Week with several differ-
ent activities.
 “Red Ribbon Week 
spreads a very positive 
message for everyone. 
It is also a good way for 
our school to show we 

are against drugs,” junior 
Alex Everly said.
 Many people come 
together in every school 
to get everything ready 
for Red Ribbon Week. 
Promoting awareness 
to be drug- and alcohol-
free is important to show 
students that there is 
more to life when sober 
and healthy.
 “I really loved Red 
Ribbon Week and every-
thing that was put into 
it. My favorite themed 
day during the week was 
‘Throwback Thursday’ 
because I don’t like 
collars, and dressing up 
was a good way to be 
able to be comfortable 

with the decade you 
dressed up with,” sopho-
more Gavin Noll said.
 The district was sent 
1350 red ribbons, 350 
red ribbon cards, 1100 
satin badges, 2925 
bracelets and 30 posters 
for Red Ribbon Week. 
All of these items were 
given out in each school 
to students who par-
ticipated in Red Ribbon 
Week.
 At John S. Clarke, ev-
ery classroom designed 
a poster based on the 
theme of being drug-free. 
The posters were judged 
and a class from each 
grade level was cho-
sen as having the best 

poster. October 26, the 
first day of Red Ribbon 
Week, JSC celebrated 
by giving all students 
a drug-free contract to 
sign. Students were also 
given a worksheet to fill 
out informing them about 
drug and alcohol preven-
tion. On the second and 
third days of Red Ribbon 
Week, students in each 
classroom worked on 
their posters and their 
classroom’s door.
 October 29, students 
were able to wear a shirt 
from any of their favorite 
sports teams, as long as 
they were dress code 
appropriate. On the last 

High school students 
explore their options 
at college fair

Juniors and seniors 
inducted into National 
Honor Society

Lengel implements 
new behavioral 
system

 Currently featured in 
the Academic Center for 
her art is senior Laura 
Cholko. Her art, titled 
“Under a Desk Lamp,” 
is displayed in the front 
room of the Academic 
Center. Her drawing 
teacher, Mrs. Sara Arnold, 
presented Cholko as an 
excellent candidate for 
this honor.
 “[Laura] has excellent 
craftsmanship and works 
hard on all her projects. 
Her remarkable work 
ethic and artistic ability is 
evident in all of her work,” 
Mrs. Arnold said.
 Cholko is currently 
studying Landscaping 
and Floral Design at the 
Schuylkill Technology 
Center South Campus.
 She will be attending 
The Pennsylvania College 
of Technology and major-
ing in Horticulture/Plant 
Production.

Senior chosen as 
Artist of the Month

Students entered in 
VFW essay contest
 Every year, three essays 
from the student body 
are chosen to represent 
PAHS in the Voice of 
Democracy contest, a na-
tional competition which 
an average of 40,000 
students from across the 
country enter every year. 
This year’s theme was 
‘My Vision for America.’ 
This year, Mr. Howard 
Merrick, history teacher, 
chose the essays of 
sophomore Erika Shuman 
and juniors Patrick Moran 
and Emily Witmier.
 The students submitted 
their essays for review in 
November.

SEE Red, page 2

DESIGN — Every homeroom at PAHS participated in decorating its door, coming 
up with its own slogan to promote a drug-free lifestyle. Mrs. Krista Torpey and 
Homeroom 209 decorated their door by depicting the house from the Pixar movie 
Up. “Two students developed the idea for the door using themes from the film 
Up. Makenzie Emery and Jewels Finken designed and created the door. They used 
blow-up balloons and a picture of a house to carry out the positive message of be-
ing drug-free,” Mrs. Torpey said.

Photo By Becky Staller
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Freshman obtains highest possible scout rank

Photo Courtesy of the Budwash family

By: Taylor Brigade
PAHS Senior

Over one million youth 
choose to take part 

in scouting. Boy Scouts of 
America has been quite 
popular across the nation 
since its establishment in 
1910.
 According to Boy 
Scouts of America, 
56,841 boy scouts 
achieved their Eagle 
Scout rank in 2013, which 
is about 6 percent, mak-
ing it apparent that this 
rank is difficult to achieve. 
Recently, one of PAHS’s 
freshmen achieved this 
important rank - Joseph 
Budwash from Troop 604 
of Port Carbon.
 Achieving the rank of 
Eagle Scout is no easy 
task. It takes many years 
of hard work and dedica-
tion. Not only does the 
scout have to earn many 
merit badges such as 
First Aid, Cooking, Camp-
ing and even Wilderness 

Survival, but he also has 
to complete many rank 
advancements.
 At first, the boy starts 
at Scout rank, then 
makes his way to Ten-
derfoot. After Tenderfoot 
comes Second Class 
and First Class, which 
many scouts reach at 
about age 12 or 13. 
These ranks and below 
teach and build on the 
fundamentals of scout-
ing, like tying knots, 
building and maintaining 
fires, lashing and learn-
ing to set up a tent and 
camp outdoors. 
 After First Class comes 
Star rank. When this rank 
is achieved, the scout is 
officially considered to 
be a rather experienced 
scout and gives the scout 
the opportunity to be 
voted into a position of 
leadership.
 After earning all of the 
necessary merit badges 
and rank advancements 
comes what is arguably 

the crowning achieve-
ment of a boy’s scouting 
career: the Eagle Scout 
project. 
 Budwash has earned 
his Eagle Scout much 
sooner than most boy 
scouts. 
 “My mother pushed me 
every day to work on my 
scout stuff. I thought it 
was faster and easier to 
do everything by myself 
instead of doing it with the 
troop,” he said.
 A scout’s Eagle Scout 
project is a service project 
that exemplifies his lead-
ership skills while giving 
back to the community. 
 “The hardest part of 
starting an Eagle Scout 
project is to actually pick 
it. It takes a lot of time 
to plan everything out,” 
Budwash said. 
 Budwash’s Eagle 
Scout project was to build 
wooden benches for the 
Pottsville Youth Soccer 
Association at the soccer 
field on the Gordon Nagle 

Trail.
 “I got the idea from my 
Scoutmaster Bill Bucking-
ham. The PYSA needed 
work done, so once Bill 
got the info on that, he 
told me, and I got right 
into it,” Budwash said.
 Now that Budwash has 
become an Eagle Scout, 

he is now able to earn 
more scouting achieve-
ments, like Eagle Palms. 
Eagle Palms serve as 
“icing on the cake” for 
his Eagle Scout rank 
by showing continued 
dedication, even after 
reaching the achievement 
of Eagle Scout. 

ACHIEVE — Freshman Joseph Budwash poses in his Boy Scout 
uniform displaying his Eagle Scout rank. Budwash earned his 
Eagle Scout rank earlier than the average boy scout because 
of the extra effort he put into his studies. “It was a lot of work, 
but I knew that it would pay off in the long run,” Budwash said.

day of Red Ribbon Week, 
everyone participated in 
the annual Halloween 
parade around John S. 
Clarke. Students held up 
posters they made during 
the week while marching 
around in their costumes.
 The winner of the con-
test for kindergarten was 
Mrs. Heather Berger’s 
class. Mrs. Beverly Dil-
low’s class won for first 
grade, Mrs. Lorraine Van 
Stone’s room won for sec-
ond grade, Mrs. Heather 
Martin’s third grade 
class won and Mr. Derek 
DiRenzo’s class won for 
fourth grade.
 At the D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School, students 
wore red ribbons and 
bracelets to celebrate the 
event. Bulletin boards 
around the school were 
decorated to address 
drug- and alcohol-free 
lifestyles. Each day, 
teachers reviewed the 
dangers of substance 

abuse with the students. 
 Homerooms and 
staff also participated 
in decorating doors for 
the theme. Each floor 
received a prize for the 
winning homeroom. 
 Miss Alyssa Palina’s 
homeroom won for their 
door on the first floor, 
Ms. Samantha Lecher’s 
homeroom won for the 
second floor and Mrs. 
Lisa Holobetz’s and Miss 
Cara Holman’s home-
rooms won for the third 
floor.
 Students were also 
given the option to enter 
posters supporting being 
drug-free and healthy 
into a contest. They all 
received pencils and lol-
lipops to encourage them 
to be drug-free. Each 
day, a different theme 
was held with anti-drug 
phrases, and students 
could dress up according 
to the theme.
 Pottsville Area High 
School celebrated with 

homerooms decorating 
doors and students dress-
ing up to the daily theme. 
If a student dressed up to 
fit the theme of the day, 
he received a ticket that 
went into a raffle to win a 
basket.
 On Monday, teachers 
gave their homerooms 
red ribbons and bracelets 
to wear for the whole 
week. The theme was 
“My Team Monday,” and 
students participated by 
wearing their favorite 
team jersey. A ticket was 
given to each student 
who wore a red ribbon 
or participated in dress-
ing up. On Tuesday, the 
theme was “Twin Tues-
day,” and students could 
dress up with a friend 
wearing the same clothes 
and receive a ticket.
 Wednesday’s theme 
was “Wild West,” and to 
get a ticket, one had to 
wear a flannel, cowboy 
boots or something west-
ern related. Thursday’s 

theme was “Throwback 
Thursday,” and everyone 
who participated wore 
clothes to represent his 
favorite decade. As long 
as everyone was dressed 
appropriately, students 
were not required to be 
dress code appropriate 
that day. Many wore ‘80s 
outfits which included leg 
warmers, leather jackets 
and jeans. Some were 
even dressed as hippies 
with tie-dye shirts and 
headbands.
 “Tide Pride” was the 
last day of Red Ribbon 
Week when students 
could dress up and show 
Tide spirit. At the pep rally 
later that day, Mrs. Tiffany 
Reedy pulled raffle tickets 
and winners received 
prizes.
 “My homeroom, 220, is 
a great homeroom with 
very good leadership. 
I am very proud of my 
homeroom that we won 
one of the categories due 
to the work that was put 

into decorating,” Mrs. Ma-
ria Malek, PAHS English 
teacher, said.
 All homerooms at the 
high school were encour-
aged to participate in the 
door decorating contest.
 There were four cat-
egories that the judges 
used to pick the winners 
of the contest. The win-
ning doors were Judges 
Choice, homeroom 17; 
Best Message, home-
room 220; Most Creative, 
homeroom 115 and Fun-
niest, homeroom 12.
 “My favorite theme for 
Red Ribbon Week was 
Throwback Thursday. 
I enjoyed this theme 
because it was interest-
ing to see [the] different 
clothes [that] people 
wore,” sophomore Quran 
Paige said.
 Red Ribbon Week 
continues to educate 
students of the PASD 
on how to make positive 
decisions and live healthy 
lifestyles.

Red Ribbon Week draws attention to the risks of drugs
Cont. from page 1
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

I hesitate to even broach the subject 
of winter weather, but it is that time 
of year again. Parents and community 
members have been asking me if I will 
be providing wake-up calls for them 
again this winter.
 
Let’s all hope that this year is not a 
repeat of 2014. I want to reiterate 
the process we follow when deciding 

whether or not to delay or cancel school due to inclement weather. 
As always, we take into consideration the safety of students and 
staff and we understand that many alternative plans must be 
made for babysitting and providing lunch for children who will 
now be at home.  With that in mind, the decision to cancel school 
is made as early as possible in order to provide time for parents to 
make the necessary arrangements for the care of their children.
 
While it is easier to make a decision on canceling or delaying 
school when bad weather hits overnight, sometimes a snowstorm 
begins after the students have been safely transported to school.  
We once again rely on the many forecasts provided to us, and will 
call an early dismissal only if we believe that waiting until the 
regular dismissal time will present a hazardous situation for the 
bus students and/or walkers. I remind all parents to have alter-

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

nate plans for their children who may be arriving home earlier than 
usual.
 
Skylert will once again be utilized to send out any school delays 
and/or cancellation information to you within minutes of the deci-
sion being made. We will still notify radio stations WPPA/T-102, 
WGRC and TV stations WNEP, WBRE, WYOU, WGAL and WFMZ. Please 
remember that whenever you have a change in your cell phone, 
work number or house phone number that you need to get those 
changes to us quickly to keep the Skylert system updated.
 
We hope you enjoyed the many holiday programs offered by our 
student performers at the D.H.H. Lengel Middle School and Pottsville 
Area High School this month. 
 
My sincere wishes to all of the families of the Pottsville Area School 
District for a safe, happy and healthy holiday season,

Photo By allura mCCuller

INVOLVE — Juniors Holly Wenner and Morgan Zimerofsky learn 
about their post-secondary options at the college fair October 
8. “It was really informative to learn about all of the colleges 
and what they had to offer. The college fair helped me think 
about what I want to do after I graduate,” Wenner said.

By: Emma Walinsky
PAHS Sophomore

in an application. If a se-
nior has already applied 
to a school, they can 
get a closer look at the 
school,” Ms. King said.
 The fair has been an 
annual event for the past 
five years. Many colleges 
throughout the state 
attend to give students 
more information on their 
courses and activities. 
There are a few out-of-
state schools that attend 
the fair, but most of the 
schools a student can 
find are from Pennsylva-
nia. 
 Diverse options of 
schools were available. 
Two- and four-year 
colleges, community 
colleges and Catholic 
schools were present. In 
total, there were about 60 
colleges present.
 If students were not 
interested in immediately 
going to college after 
high school, they had 
the option of looking into 
technology schools or the 

military. 
 “I thought the col-
lege fair was a very cool 
experience. Although I 
hope to go to Penn State 
University-University 
Park, the event gave me 
a beneficial look into 
other colleges that offer 
programs similar to Penn 
State’s. I learned a lot of 
information from every 
college that I spoke with, 
and I hope they continue 
to have a large selec-
tion of schools there in 
the future,” senior Taylor 
Young said. 
 In the past, many 
schools in the area held 
individual college fairs 
for their schools. Most 
colleges and military 
members did not want to 
constantly travel to our 
area, guidance counsel-
ors from various schools 
collaborated to form the 
annual college fair. 
 Martz Hall is one of 
the largest venues in 
Schuylkill County, so it 

was fitting that the event 
would take place there. 
Having an area-wide 
college fair makes overall 
travel shorter for the col-
lege representatives. 
 If students are not 
interested in going to col-
lege after they graduate, 
there are other options 

they are able to pursue. 
 “This is primarily 
geared for students who 
are interested in post-
secondary education. If a 
student does not plan on 
taking this route, they can 
attend the career fair held 
by the Chamber of Com-
merce,” Ms. King said.

High school students 
often think about 

the inevitable question, 
“What should I do after 
I graduate from high 
school?” The annual 
college fair is held to help 
answer that question. 
 Juniors and seniors 
were able to attend the 
event that was held in 
Martz Hall October 8. 
Students from all over the 
county browsed a selec-
tion of colleges that were 
both in-state and out-of-
state schools. 
 Ms. Ellen King, 
post-secondary school 
counselor, was the main 
coordinator of the event. 
 “The [college] fair gives 
students the option to 
directly interact with col-
lege representatives. This 
allows students to receive 
one-on-one information 
that they normally would 
not get with just sending 

Students attend college fair to prepare for the future
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PAHS acknowledges National Honor 

Brittany 
Buleza

Daughter of: Dave 
and Joan Buleza 
Extracurriculars: 
Water polo, Leo 
Club, Spanish 
Club, French Club, 
Aletheia Club, 
President of Debate 
Club, Vice President 
of Chess Club 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend either 
the University of 
Pennsylvania or 
Drexel University 
to major in Nurse 
Practitioner Studies

Arrianna 
Daniels

Daughter of: Glenn 
and Elsie Daniels
Extracurriculars: 
President of Drama 
Club, Secretary 
of Sketch Club, 
Shakespeare Club, 
Marching and 
Concert Bands
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
DeSales University 
and major in Theater

Cody  
Gemmell

Son of: Shawn and 
Kristine Gemmell
Extracurriculars: 
Drum Major of 
Marching and Con-
cert Bands, Stage 
Band, Pep Band, Pit 
Band, Stage Crew, 
Swim Team and Quiz 
Team captain
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Penn 
State University and 
major in Architec-
tural Engineering and 
Music

Delaney 
Golden

Daughter of: Mi-
chael and Maureen 
Golden
Extracurriculars: 
Vice President of 
AI∆, President of 
Ecology Club, SADD, 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club, Student Coun-
cil, Track and Field, 
Soccer, Swimming
Post-graduation 
plans:
Attend Penn State 
University - Univer-
sity Park

Erin  
Goodman

Daughter of: Jim 
and Maria Goodman
Extracurriculars: 
President of Student 
Council, Leo Club, 
Treasurer of AI∆, 
Historian of Spanish 
Club, SADD, Ecology 
Club, Majorettes, 
Volleyball
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend the 
University of Pitts-
burgh and major in 
Nursing

Alyssa 
Kondrack

Daughter of: Michael 
and Christine Kondrack 
Extracurriculars: 
Ecology Club, Mini-
THON Committee, 
French Club, Spanish 
Club, Student Council, 
Soccer, Basketball, 
Track and Field, Span-
ish National Honor 
Society 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Temple 
University and major in 
Kinesiology or attend 
Boston University and 
major in Athletic Train-
ing/Physical Therapy

Aislinn 
Lehane

Daughter of: Eoin 
Lehane and Kelly 
Motuk
Extracurriculars: 
Treasurer of Student 
Council, President 
of Aletheia Club, 
Secretary of German 
Club, German Na-
tional Honor Society, 
Drama Club, SADD, 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club, Dance
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Bloomsburg Uni-
versity and major in 
Speech Pathology

David 
Leymeister

Son of: Michael 
and Deborah 
Leymeister 
Extracurriculars: 
Golf
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State or North 
Carolina State and 
major in Computer 
Science

Lucy
Murray

Daughter of: Ed 
and Bobbi Murray
Extracurriculars: 
Majorettes Co-
captain, Quiz Team 
Co-captain, Drama 
Club, Concert Band, 
AI∆, Spanish Na-
tional Honor Society, 
Editor-in-Chief of 
Hi•S•Potts, Spanish 
Club, Student Coun-
cil, Quill and Scroll
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Tulane University for 
International Rela-
tions

Christopher 
Pekarik

Son of: Chris and 
Kimberly Pekarik
Extracurriculars: 
Founder and President 
of Chess Club, March-
ing Band, Concert 
Band, Pep Band, 
Christmas Brass, Stage 
Band, Brass Ensemble, 
Third Brigade Band, 
E-Sports Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology and double 
major in Physics and 
Computer Science
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Society 2015-2016 senior inductees

Leah 
Guzick

Daughter of: James 
and Lori Guzick
Extracurriculars: Vol-
leyball captain, Treasurer 
of the Class of 2016, 
Vice President of Drama 
Club, French Club, Leo 
Club, Drug and Alcohol 
Advisory Board School 
Representative
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Swarth-
more College and major 
in International Business 
and Romance Language 
Linguistics, with a minor 
in Theater

Shelby 
Hahner

Daughter of: Ed 
and Melissa Hahner
Extracurriculars: 
Majorette captain, 
Track and Field, 
Dance, Dance 
teacher, French Club, 
Secretary of Student 
Council, President of 
AI∆, Leo Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Elon 
University and major 
in Elementary Edu-
cation with a minor 
in Dance

Skye 
Hallick

Daughter of:  
Christopher and 
Bobi Hallick
Extracurriculars: 
Sketch Club 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
either Kutztown 
University or Al-
bright and major in 
Biochemistry

Andrew 
Horst

Son of: David and 
Lori Horst
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, 
Roller Hockey
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Bloomsburg 
University and major 
in Accounting

McKayla 
Jones

Daughter of: 
Michael and Pamela 
Jones
Extracurriculars: 
Track, Leo Club, 
French Club, 
Ecology Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
DeSales University 
and enter Physicians 
Assistant Program

Ryan 
Scanlan

Son of: Douglas 
and Mary Scanlan 
Extracurriculars: 
Swim Team, Track 
and Field, SADD, 
Spanish Club, 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Temple University 
and major in Pre-
Pharmacy 

Kasie
Shaw

Daughter of: 
Joseph and Karen 
Shaw
Extracurriculars: 
Volleyball, SADD, 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club, Secretary of 
Spanish Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend the 
University of North 
Carolina or the 
University of South 
Carolina with a major 
in Business

Mykaihla 
Sternick

Daughter of: 
Christopher and Melissa 
Sternick 
Extracurriculars: 
Dance, Swimming, Vice 
President of Student 
Council, Secretary of 
AI∆, People to People 
Student Ambassador, 
French National Honor 
Society, Majorette, Leo 
Club, Ecology Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend the 
University of North 
Carolina or Vanderbilt 
University with a major 
in Anthropology on Pre-
Med Track

Katrina
Whalen

Daughter of: Walter 
and Denise Whalen 
Extracurriculars: 
President of Class 
of 2016, Treasurer 
of Spanish Club, 
President of National 
Honor Society, Tennis 
captain, Solo Pianist of 
Stage Band, Key Club, 
Ecology Club, Spanish 
National Honor Society, 
Marching and Concert 
Bands, Stage Crew, AI∆
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Bloomsburg University 
to major in Nursing with 
the goal of becoming 
a Nurse Anesthetist 

Taylor 
Young

Daughter of: Dan 
and Darlene Young
Extracurriculars: 
Vice President of 
National Honor Society, 
Ecology Club, AI∆, 
Water Polo, Swimming, 
Marching and Concert 
Bands, Spanish Club, 
Spanish National Honor 
Society
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Penn 
State University - 
University Park and 
major in Environmental 
Science, with a minor 
in Environmental 
Engineering
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Juniors inducted into honor society

Jessica 
Angelichio

Parents: Kurt and 
Susan Angelichio
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, Key 
Club, Quiz Team
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
either Ohio State 
University or the 
University of Pitts-
burgh and major 
in Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

Abby 
Schroding

Parents: Kyle and 
Susan Schroding
Extracurriculars: 
Drama Club, 
Hi•S•Potts Editor-
in-Chief, Marching 
Band, Concert 
Band
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
either Juniata or 
Lebanon Valley 
College and major 
in Biochemistry 

Madeline 
Kohutka

Parents: Michael 
Kohutka and 
Valerie Seaman-
Kohutka
Extracurriculars: 
Dance, Drama 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend col-
lege and major in 
Math Education 
and minor in Dance 

Gavin 
Hinchliffe

Parents: Ste-
phen and Heather 
Hinchliffe
Extracurriculars: 
Baseball, Ecology 
Club, SADD, TKD
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend col-
lege and pursue an  
Engineering major

Collin 
Herndon

Parents: Alex and 
Jen Herndon
Extracurriculars: 
Baseball, Leo Club, 
Spanish Club, 
SADD 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and major 
in Pharmaceutical 
Sciences

Logan 
Spevak

Parents: Thomas 
and Tammy Spe-
vak
Extracurriculars: 
Band, Quiz Team, 
Drama Club, 
Shakespeare Club, 
Soccer
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend Penn 
State University - 
University Park and 
major in Secondary 
English Educa-
tion and minor in 
Theater

Colin 
 Williams

Parents: Scott and 
Susan Williams
Extracurriculars:
Spanish Club, 
Leo Club, Ecol-
ogy Club, Stage 
Crew Officer, Pep 
Band, Concert 
Band, Stage Band, 
Marching Band
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Drexel University 
and study Petro-
leum Engineering 
or Chemical Engi-
neering

Jessica 
Wensus

Parents: Gerald 
Wensus and Kris-
tine Lutsky
Extracurriculars: 
TAB, Drama Club, 
Debate Club, Up-
ward Bound, Key 
Club Secretary, E-
Sports Club, Band, 
Quiz Team 
Post-graduation 
plans: Major in 
Political Science 
and later attend 
law school

Nathan
Varano

Parents: Chris and 
Krista Varano
Extracurriculars: 
Track, Football, 
Diving, Leo Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend col-
lege and major in 
Pre-Med

Briana
 Strickland

Parents: James 
and Karen Strick-
land 
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, 
Band, Tennis, 
Sketch Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
college and study 
Health Sciences
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PERFORM — Senior Cody Gemmell smiles for a photo outside 
of the Grand Ole Opry House before his concert with the All-
National Honor Symphony Orchestra. “The feeling wasn’t the 
same old feeling I get when I perform other concerts,” Gemmell 
said. “I felt awestruck. I realized that I was playing on a stage 
where so many famous people have played. I felt privileged to 
play on that stage and play for the crowd.”

By: Paige Fellows
PAHS Senior

I was accepted, I was so 
excited and happy,” Gem-
mell said. “All of the hard 
work that I’d done had 
paid off in one of the best 
ways imaginable.”
 In order to meet the 
qualifications to audition 
for the NAfME All-Na-
tional Honor Ensembles, 
applicants were required 
to be in 10th, 11th or 12th 
grade and attend school 
in one of the 50 states, 
the District of Columbia 
or a Department of De-
fense School. Students 
must also have been 
accepted to their state’s 
All-State Festival during 
the 2014-2015 school 
year. Gemmell partici-
pated in Pennsylvania’s 
All-State Concert Band 
during his junior year, 
allowing him to audition 
for the All-National Honor 
Ensembles.
 The All-National Honor 
Symphony Orchestra 
concert was performed 
October 28 in Nashville, 

Tennessee, at the Grand 
Ole Opry House. October 
25, Gemmell arrived at 
the Gaylord Opryland 
Resort Hotel where he 
rehearsed with musicians 
from all over the country 
up until the day of the 
concert. 
 The orchestra was 
conducted under the 
direction of Jung-Ho Pak, 
a world-known music 
director of numerous 
orchestras throughout the 
country. Under Pak, the 
musicians played a selec-
tion of pieces on the Opry 
House stage. 
 Along with Gem-
mell and his parents, 
Mr. Shoener, Mrs. Kim 
Rismiller, PAHS choir 
instructor, and Gem-
mell’s friends, seniors 
Julia Rismiller and Devon 
Sinkovich, attended the 
orchestra performance in 
Nashville. 
 At the conclusion of 
the concert, Gemmell, 
along with the rest of the 

honorable musicians, 
bid farewell to Nashville 
and traveled home that 
afternoon.  
 “The overall experi-
ence was phenomenal 
and so much more than 
I expected,” Gemmell 

said. “The greatest thing 
that I took away from the 
whole event was that 
when you are playing 
music, you need to play 
with emotion. Without 
emotion, your playing is 
simply notes, not music.”

According to the 
National Association 

for Music Education, the 
NAfME All-National Hon-
or Ensembles represent 
the top performing high 
school musicians in the 
United States. This past 
June, PAHS senior Cody 
Gemmell was officially 
named as one of those 
musicians. 
 After Gemmell per-
formed a video audition 
of himself playing a vari-
ety of musical pieces, he 
sent it in to the NAfME in 
hopes of being accepted 
to an ensemble. At the 
end of June, Gemmell 
received a reply from the 
NAfME informing him that 
he had been accepted 
into the All-National Hon-
or Symphony Orchestra 
as a percussionist.
 “When [band direc-
tor] Mr. [Craig] Shoener 
called me to tell me that 

PAHS senior plays percussion in All-National Orchestra

By: Jared Williard
PAHS Sophomore

not limited to lunch with 
the principal or another 
privilege. 
 Along with individual 
rewards, quarterly incen-
tives are offered for the 
entire student body. All 
students are eligible to 
receive the rewards as 
long as the students have 
not received a discipline 
referral. During one such 
incentive, the students 
were allowed to go to a 
“carnival” filled with activi-
ties and Rita’s ice. 
 “This is a great way to 
show kids what they can 
earn if they show good 
behavior,” Miss Katelynn 
Hranchock, middle school 
English teacher, said. 
“We just had our second 
one on the Wednesday 
before Thanksgiving, 
and it was a big hit. The 
students are now aware 
that by simply behaving 
correctly and doing what 

they are supposed to do, 
they can earn a reward 
each marking period. I 
know students are al-
ready looking forward to 
the next one.”
 Unlike the other 
grades, eighth graders 
receive privilege cards, 
which can be used as 
free passes to chew gum 
during class, listen to mu-
sic during class or skip to 
the start of the lunch line.
 “I honestly haven’t 
changed my behavior a 
lot because I don’t really 
do anything to get me 
in trouble, but if I wasn’t 
the best kid then I would 
because the rewards 
sound fun,” eighth grader 
Isabella Woodford said. 
“I have not yet gotten re-
wards, but we are having 
a gym day on Wednes-
day and a chance to win 
[time] to swim in the pool 
or go play in the gym.”

 To deal with disrup-
tions, the teachers will 
now follow a flow chart. If 
one were to misbehave, 
he would receive a “Stop 
and Think Sheet” which 
must then be signed by 
a parent or guardian and 
returned to the teacher. 
 If the incident oc-
curs in the classroom, 
the student can get his 
seat changed, parental 
contact or a review of 
the rules. If the prob-
lem occurs outside of a 
classroom, the student 
can receive a write-up, 
a parent/student confer-
ence, lunch or after-
school detention, in/out 
of school suspension or 
other punishments.  
 “This is a mature way 
to deal with problem 
behavioral issues,” Mrs. 
Gayle Rehnert, middle 
school student services 
worker, said.

  With PBIS in place, the 
district hopes the school 
will become more posi-
tive due to the rewards 
students receive. It is 
expected that there will 
be more of a positive vibe 
within the school.
 “Overall, negative 
behaviors and write-
ups have decreased. 
Students are [more] 
excited about the positive 
rewards and incentives,” 
Miss Hranchock said.  
 D.H.H Lengel’s PBIS 
focuses on rewarding 
students who demon-
strate good behavior. 
The quarterly incentives 
show students that if they 
behave and follow rules, 
they can be rewarded 
each marking period. The 
rewards push students to 
try harder and follow the 
rules, which makes the 
school a more positive 
place to be.

Sometimes when a 
student displays good 

behavior, he is not recog-
nized or rewarded. That 
is not the case at D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School; 
the school gives rewards 
to students who work 
hard and follow rules.
 As part of the new 
Positive Behavior In-
terventions & Supports 
behavioral system (PBIS) 
set in place in the district, 
one reward is called the 
“Principal’s 200 Club.”
 Students exceeding 
teachers’ expectations 
and making an effort to 
achieve their academic 
goals will be given a 
ticket. The recipient then 
will place his ticket onto a 
chart that cuts off at 200. 
If a student receives 10 of 
the cards, he can receive 
a reward including but 

Lengel PBIS effectively rewards kids’ good behavior
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PASD Calendar
December
24-January 3 – Winter 
recess, all schools 
closed
January
4 – All schools open 
from winter recess
8 – All 2016 yearbook 
orders should be paid 
off
14-16 – District 
Orchestra
16 – PAHS Drama Club 
“Footlight Revue” 2 p.m.
20 – First marking 
period ends (tentative)
23 – SAT test at 
Pottsville
27 – Report card 
distribution, all schools

28-30 – District Band
February
4-6 – District Chorus
15 – Presidents’ Day: 
All Schools Closed 
(tentative)
20 – Schuylkill County  
Chorus festival concert 
at PAHS 2 p.m.
23-27 – PAHS Band 
Florida trip
29 – Kindergarten 
registration A-L: 
Academic Center 9 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. 
March
1 –  Kindergarten 
registration M-R, 
Academic Center 9 
a.m.-12 p.m.

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
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